Using the Ecommerce – Product module

15 September 2003 – Thierry (Thierry@tiptopweb.com.au)

This document describes how to use the ’Product’ module included in the ‘Rainbow Portal’.

The product module is ‘self contained’ and allows you to create and navigate between categories of products. It also includes a shopping cart. The ‘check-out’ process is separated and described in the following development note:

http://rainbow.duemetri.net/Rainbow/DesktopModules/Articles/ArticlesView.aspx?Alias=Rainbow&TabId=0&Lang=en-US&ItemID=38&mid=10327 

The module has been recoded and is now utilizing events and no command line parameters are used, with the exception of TabId and ItemId. 

Creation of the module (Example)

Create a new page (Level 1 is better) named ‘Ecommerce’ and include the ‘Products’

module with the name ‘Shop’.

The ‘Products’ module is should now be showing 2 buttons :
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The ‘Products’ module is showing 2 buttons :

· ‘View Account’ (when a user is logged in only) to look at the list of past orders. This will be described in another document, as we need to go to the check out process for this.

· ‘View Cart’ to display the current content of the cart. Note that when the user is logging in, the content of the cart is:

· Retrieved if the user has been shopping in a previous session without checking out.

· Migrated (the Id of the cart is becoming the UserId) if there is no cart already available from a previous session.
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Clicking on the ‘View Cart’ button…
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Properties of the Product module

The first thing to do is to set the properties of the module. Most of the properties are similar to the ‘Picture’ module has this module has been used as a base to code the ‘Product’ module.

The products for a category are displayed as a list. When clicking on the image of a product or on the title of a product, the user will access a page with a bigger picture of the product and a detailed description of the product. The display of a product or a list of product can be customized using ‘Layouts’. There is only 1 set of predefined layouts at the moment:

· For the product details : DefaultProductView

· For the product list : DefaultThumbnailView
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The rest of the settings are similar to the ‘Picture’ module. The specific module settings are relative to the checkout process and will be described in another document. The currency is the only setting having an effect on the product module itself (using Esperantus to display the currency for all the prices).

[image: image5.png]powered by rainbow

Buttons and Display settings

L - ——
L L T - — |
L —
productsperpae  [o53
Repeatcolumns.

Repeatdirection  [Horizontal |
Shoppath [Shop
Thumbnaitheight 75

[Fixed width and height =
150

@ showrantauton

Specific Module settings

Currency e =
Qreawronster [
@ sectronicontivery [
@rwetsopna [

T e





We now leave the properties of the module (only available to the shop admin) and will add a product by clicking on the ‘Add Product’ icon. You will find most of the parameters of the picture module and some specific  parameters like the price, tax rate and weight.
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at the bottom of the screen, you will notice a ‘category’ scroll box. 

You will not be able to add any product yet as you need to create categories first!
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Creating Categories of Products before adding products

To create categories of products, you need to go to the admin page of the portal and find the Ecommerce tab (the one holding the product module) and change one setting there.

Change the Custom DesktopLayout of the page to ‘MenuMsShop’ ! This is a special DesktopLayout derived from the layout ‘MenuMs’ replacing the MenuNavigation control by another control ShopNavigation. 
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The product module will not work without this custom layout.

The page with the new layout has changed slightly… a default child tab has appeared ‘Shop Home’ and is representing the ‘Featured’ products.
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We can now create categories of products… To do this simply add EMPTY child pages to the Ecommerce page (using the tab admin module)

[image: image10.png]IEE e

I e e |

Tab Name and Layout

Tab Name.

Authorized Roles

parent tab

Mabie Tab Name:

[Eategory 1

¥ allusers ™ admins
™ Authentcated Users

[Ecommerce 3]

Show to mabile users [~

—

add Module

Wodule Type [Announcements <
Hodule Name: [Now ode ame

'+ Add to "Organize Modules™ Below |

H
¢ ¢ ¢
g
5] [ [ cocalntranet >





Add 2 children pages to the Ecommerce page (named Category 1 and Category 2). Remember to not add a product module or any other module to the child pages : they will not be visible!

The following display is showing how the navigation would appear with the ‘MenuMs’ Layout. The new pages are empty.
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the following display is showing how the navigation actually appear with the ‘MenuMsShop’ Layout:
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The 2 children pages are appearing in the navigation under the default ‘shop home’. Now more interesting: if we click on the ‘category 1’ menu item, the page is NOT changing, we are NOT navigating to the Category 1 child page, but staying on the Ecommerce page. The difference is that the product module from the Ecommerce page (still displayed!) is showing the products for Category 1 instead of the featured products.

[image: image13.png]73 DUEMETRI Rainbow - Rainbow Portal - Microsoft Inte

et Explorer
| B ER vew Favotes lods Heb

=l
It e e )

You can select categories
S producs on e mens [ShGRRM—
below. Category 1

‘Shop Home

category 2

Powered by Rainsow

[&] IRambowDef auk aspx1Akas=RainbowtsTabld=33326 ang=en- ALBRtemId=3333

(BN T





Adding Products to Categories

We can now try again to add a product. For this we click on the ‘Add product’ icon from any child page (this is always the same product module showing) or from the shop home page.

This time we fill all the parameters and select a picture from our computer (the wallpaper from Windows). 2 pictures will be generated a thumbnail and a bigger picture. Once again, this is similar to the picture album module. We put a price (note the currency coming from the properties setting of the module), but leave the tax rate and weight to 0.

You will notice now that the scrollbox for categories is showing all the child pages we have been creating (these are the categories of products).
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‘Apply Changes’ will now work and the product will be displayed if we navigate to the ‘Category 1’ child page :

We can edit again the product (and change the category) by clicking on the edit icon in front of the short description.
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By clicking on the title of the product or the thumbnail image, we navigate to the product detail display:
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If we want our product to appear in the ‘Shop home’,  we need to indicate that it is a ‘featured item’
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The ‘Model One’ product is appearing in the ‘Shop Home’ page:
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If we click on the ‘Add To Cart’ button either from the list or product details, we access the shopping cart. If we are logged in, we can access the check out (this button is invisible if the user is not logged int).
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The cart allows the user to update the quantities and remove items from the cart.
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We can add more products in the various categories as shown in the following screenshot.

You will notice that if:

· The price of the product is 0, the ‘Add To Cart’ button is not displayed

· The tax rate is not 0, the price included taxes in displayed

This behavior can be changed and is actually part of the layout.

A developer’s note will soon be released and indicate how to generate your own ‘Product Layout’.
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Thierry

